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the market-places, and the signs, to the laborious and curious researches of Dutch and German travellers.
Mr. Harte tells me, that he intends to give you, by means of Signor Vicentini, a general notion of civil and military architecture; with which I am very well pleased. They are frequent subjects of conversation ; and it is very right that you should have some idea of the latter, and a good taste of the former; and you may very soon learn as much as you need know of either. If you read about one-third of Palladio's Book of Architecture with some skilful person, and then, with that person, examine the best buildings by those rules, you will know the different proportions of the different orders; the several diameters of their columns; their inter-columniations, their several uses, &c. The Corinthian Order is chiefly used in magnificent buildings, where ornament and decoration are the principal objects; the Doric is calculated for strength; and the Ionic partakes of the Doric strength and of the Corinthian ornaments. The Composite and the Tuscan Orders are more modern, and were unknown to the Greeks: the one is too light, the other too clumsy. You may soon be acquainted with the considerable parts of civil architecture; and for the minute and mechanical parts of it, leave them to masons, bricklayers, and Lord Burlington ;* who has, to a certain degree, lessened himself, by knowing them too well. Observe the same method as to military architecture: understand the terms;
* Bichard Boyle, third Earl of Barlington, died in 1753, when hia English titles became extinct. Horace Walpole says of him, that he " had every quality of a genius and artist, except envy/' and it was to him that Pope inscribed his Epistle on the Use of Biches.